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The Second Conference 
of the National Commissions 
of the Western Hemisphere 


The National Commissions for Unesco of countries of the Western 
Hemisphere held their second conference at San José, Costa Rica, from 
30 May to 4 June.’ This meeting, under the chairmanship of Mrs. Estela 
Quesada Hernandez, Minister of Education of Costa Rica, was attended by 
delegates of the National Commissions of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, E] Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, United States of America, Uruguay 
and Venezuela. Observers from four other member countries of the 
Organization—France, the Netherlands, Spain and the United Kingdom— 
were also present; among them was Mr, Gaston Berger, Chairman of the 
French National Commission. The Unesco Secretariat was represented 
by Messrs. Malcolm S. Adiseshiah, Assistant Director-General, and Guil- 
lermo Francovitch, Director of the Regional Office for the Western Hemi- 
sphere; they were accompanied by Messrs. Penna and Salsamendi. 

The discussions were mainly concerned with the organization in this 
part of the world of the National Commissions and their methods of work. 
The delegates also considered Unesco’s proposed programme for 1959-60 
and the participation of the countries of the Western Hemisphere in the 
implementation of the major projects on the extension of primary educa- 
tion in Latin America and the mutual appreciation of Eastern and Western 
cultural values. 

The recommendations adopted in regard to the first of these items 
contain a series of suggestions regarding the membership and method of 
work of the commissions, their participation, at national level, in the 
execution of Unesco’s programme, the services they can render and the 
assistance they require. 

A study of the Organization’s proposed programme for 1959-60 enabled 
the conference to suggest the adoption of work plans on a regional scale in 
connexion with the operation of the Latin American Regional Fundamental 
Education Centre (Patzcuaro, Mexico), bibliographical research, the lessons 
to be drawn from the operation of the pilot library at Medellin (Colombia), 
the association of young people in Unesco’s work, and the artistic educa- 
tion of schoolchildren. The delegates also stressed the importance for all 


1. The first regional conference of National Commissions of the Western Hemisphere 
was held in Havana in 1950. 
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the countries of the Western Hemisphere of the work of the Latin Ame- 
rican Social Science Faculty and the Latin American Research Centre in 
the same field, which were established last year at Santiago de Chile and 
Rio de Janeiro, respectively, with the assistance of Unesco. They asked that 
the necessary measures should be taken at national level to ensure the 
participation of States that so desired in the activities of the Scientific and 
Technical Documentation Centre in Mexico City, the Science Co-operation 
Office in Montevideo and the Educational Film Institute for Latin 
America. The conference was in favour of organizing a regional seminar 
on the preservation of traditional arts and crafts in the Americas, an 
inter-American theatre festival, a pilot university project at Concepcién 
(Chile) and the establishment of national associations of former Unesco 
fellowship holders. 

Furthermore, the conference recommended the creation, under the 
sponsorship of the National Commissions, of special committees in each 
country to assist in the execution of the major projects. It was particularly 
grateful to the French National Commission for offering to endow 
fellowships in France and to send experts and documentation as a contri- 
‘bution to the achievement of the major project on the extension of 
primary education in Latin America. The delegates approved two pro- 
posals, one for the preparation of an exhibition of Latin American cultures, 
and the other for the organization by the Canadian National Commission 
of a meeting of experts to study problems raised by the participation of 
the American States in the East-West Major Project. 

Before the conference ended, the delegates unanimously agreed that 
their deliberations ought to have a beneficial effect on Unesco’s future 
activities in the Western Hemisphere. After thanking the Costa Rican 
authorities for their hospitality, they expressed the hope that a third 
regional conference would be held within three years and, in this 


connexion, accepted the invitation made by the Argentine National 
Commission. 

















Problems of the National Libraries of Europe 


by Prerre Bourceois 
Director of the Swiss National Library 
President of the International Federation of Library Associations 


Unesco is organizing in Vienna, from September 8 to 27, a 
European seminar on national libraries. It has asked interested 
Member States to send highly qualified persons to this meeting, 
either the directors of these libraries or their immediate assis 
tants, Mr, Bourgeois reviews here some of the problems which 
these experts will discuss and outlines the aims of the meeting. 


To the best of my belief, Arundell Esdaile, of the British Museum, was the 
first to turn his attention to what he described as that relatively modern 
development, the national library. He had grasped the fact that a new idea 
was in process of evolving, an idea which was causing certain existing 
major libraries to develop in a particular direction, and which underlay 
the foundation of new ones. While he foresaw that the process was far from 
its culmination, he felt that the time had come in 1934 to publish a study 
summing up the existing situation and comparing achievements and trends 
in various countries. But he added a warning that no sort of uniformity 
should be expected, and that widely different types of libraries were pro- 
duced by each country’s political and social conditions. However, despite 
the wealth of every sort of information which his book provided—parti- 
cularly in the second edition, considerably expanded by F. J. Hill— it did 
not enable the reader to arrive at a more clearcut notion of the distinctive 
role and functions of a national library. 

The question was reopened in 1955 by the American periodical Library 
Trends, whose editors—and notably David C. Mearns—felt that the national 
library represented a noteworthy phenomenon of importance in the domain 
of libraries, and that people needed to know what it was and what its 
functions appeared to be. Like Esdaile, they produced a comparative study 
of the structure and functions of some 25 institutions which seemed to 
them to fall within their terms of reference; but they reached the conclu- 
sion that no definition valid for all of them could be formulated for a 
number of reasons. These were, firstly, that national libraries were currently 
passing through a period of active change; secondly, that they were bodies 
of amazing complexity; thirdly, that they defied or escaped hard-and-fast 
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classification; and fourthly, that they had their own distinctive individuali- 
ties, and wore their differences with pride. 

We still, therefore, do not know what a national library really is; and 
we cannot name with certainty the qualities a library must possess or the 
functions it must fulfil, in order to be rightly called ‘national’. Is it urgent, 
or even necessary, for us to know this? I am persuaded that it is, not only 
because national libraries, whether ‘defined’ or not, do exist in most 
countries, but also and primarily because they are becoming the centre of 
a series of tasks which they alone, on the national and international planes 
alike, can handle. Nor must we forget that nowadays all activities at the 
level of the nation are of concern, directly or indirectly, to all countries, 
since our world has reached a stage of interdependence at which none of 
its component elements can any longer operate in isolation. It was in . 
recognition of this, and with two tasks universally accepted as distinctively 
those of a national library in mind, that the heads of 13 such institutions, 
at the Third International Congress of Libraries and Documentation 
Centres in 1955, submitted the following resolution: 

‘The Brussels Congress, in its discussions giving rise to specific resolutions, 
has felt it necessary to draw attention to the needs of the various libraries 
and the documentation centres which have proliferated in every domain. 

‘It wishes, however, to emphasize the need for developing and maintain- 
ing a central library in each country, generally a national library, as the 
only institution capable of preserving for the future the whole of each 
country’s output and of ensuring that bibliographical work proceeds on 
uniform lines.’ 

Thus the problem is, not to determine the status and structure of an 
ideal national library (which can never become a reality), but to identify 
the tasks which each country should undertake both in its own interest 
and in order to retain its due place in the international network of cultural 
relations. The reference is, of course, to functions which transcend the 
normal scope of scientific and public libraries and which should be the 
concern of each country as such, operating, however, usually through the 
agency of a library. 


THE SEARCH FOR AN ANSWER 


Stated in these terms, the problem is removed in some sort from the 
abstract to the practical plane. It is for this reason that Unesco has turned 
its attention to it, since the Organization’s action must be designed to meet 
real needs, and one of its purposes is to intervene, at any point in the vast 
domain assigned to it, where a logical and necessary development is held 
up because the forces which could carry it through are dispersed and the 
leaders in the field lack the opportunity for meeting, comparing their ideas 
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and co-ordinating their efforts. In such cases, Unesco acts as a catalyst. It 
facilitates the necessary contacts, releases in this way the energies which 
without it would have remained latent, provides the initial impetus and, 
where necessary, ensures that the effort does not peter out. 

This is how the problem of the national library presents itself to us 
today. That the problem exists is indisputable; this the International 
Federation of Library Associations (IFLA) recognized as early as 1952, 
when it started its national and science libraries section. The latter has 
already provided a platform for very valuable exchanges of views between 
a number of prominent institutions in this category, though on a plane 
slightly different from that which we now propose. The very modest 
resources available to IFLA limited its section’s activities, from the outset, 
to a study of certain problems of special urgency, such as international 
lending and union catalogues; though more recently it has also included 
in its programme certain questions of concern to all scholarly libraries. 

Thus there seemed to be, prima facie, grounds for a comprehensive 
re-examination of the questions specially affecting national libraries. Yet 
a mere inquiry, followed by publication of the data thus collected, could 
not lead to the result desired, viz. practical steps towards specific objectives. 
Proof of this is supplied by the writings of Esdaile and Mearns, despite 
their usefulness in clarifying thinking on the subject and stating the 
problem. A new investigation was required in order to provide the fullest 
possible knowledge of the latest position, and the Libraries Division of 
Unesco has made a point of undertaking this, initially within the confines 
of Europe. Nonetheless, effective action can only issue from a first-hand 
comparison of the dominant concepts and trends in each country, the more 
so in that what is required is to co-ordinate forces operating in extremely 
varying conditions. 

For this reason Unesco, on the strength of comparable and conclusive 
experiments made by it in other domains, decided, subject to certain 
limitations, to convene a meeting of authorized representatives of certain 
‘national’ libraries or libraries having analogous functions, so as to enable 
them to proceed to an exhaustive exchange of views on all the many 
questions calling for mutual agreement. The result will be, not only that 
each participant will profit from the exchange of experience with others, 
but also, let us hope, that an overall plan for common action will emerge. 


THE SITUATION IN EUROPE 


There could be no question of convening the representatives of all national 
libraries throughout the world, since the latters’ origins, traditions and 
terms of reference are too diverse for an exploratory exchange of views 
between them all to prove profitable. Limitation to a single region was 
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indicated; it could be expected that common ground would more readily 
be found by institutions which had grown up in the same cultural climate 
and in circumstances which, while different, were nevertheless related, 
especially when they had the additional incentive of an aspiration to ever 
closer co-operation with each other. 

The old Europe, the ‘continent of symbiosis’, provides a particularly 
favourable terrain for this experiment. In no other part of the world can 
one find fifty or so libraries having functions of a national character and 
operating in thirty countries where a total of some twenty different 
languages are spoken. This last consideration is of special interest, as the 
obstacles to international collaboration represented by linguistic differences 
will recur everywhere else. Moreover, Europe has a number of languages 
in common with the rest of the world. 

Further, there are connexions of long standing between many of these 
libraries, as well as tried and tested co-operative arrangements, especially 
in the matter of international lending, exchanges and union catalogues. 
A study of this network, already in being but still capable of very consi- 
derable development and improvement, will undoubtedly lead to conclu- 
sions of world interest. 

To achieve this last result, those attending the symposium should on no 
account direct their attention exclusively to the needs of our own conti- 
nent, but should also work with the intention of creating conditions for 
improved co-operation with the other parts of the world. While studying 
our own particular problems, we shall need, as it were, to tune our fiddles 


so that Europe may better play its part in the great orchestra of the 
nations. 


THE THEMES OF THE SYMPOSIUM 


The following is an outline, which incidentally is in no sense restrictive, 
of the subjects discussion of which will be suggested. It has seemed advis- 
able to distribute these subjects between three working groups who will 
concern themselves respectively with the functions of a national library, 
the bibliographical activities of national libraries and the interrelations of 
these libraries. 


The Functions of a National Library : 
This group will seek to determine the distinctive national and international 
functions of a national library and the place which such an institution 
should occupy in a nation’s library system. It will examine more particularly 
under what heads there is co-operation between national libraries and the 
other libraries and documentation centres of their countries, and the services 
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which these institutions can render each other, the nature and extent of the 
co-operation being studied im more detail by whichever of the other two 
groups is the appropriate one. 

More generally, Group I can define the role which a national library can 
play in cultural and scientific life, and can make suggestions as to the 
contacts which that library should establish with such groups as learned 
societies (e.g. in the matter of special bibliographies or of exchanges), with 
publishers and booksellers (more particularly as regards copyright deposit 
or voluntary deposit, a national bibliography and its use in the book trade), 
ete. In connexion with copyright deposit, another question arising will be 
the general one of the book stocks which a national library should hold. 

Thereafter the group can go on to consider the nature and organization 
of the services which a national library should provide in the light of the 
circles to which it is accessible, and the specific problems arising in 
connexion with the loan of printed works, manuscripts, engravings and 
prints, ete., havimg regard to a national library’s obligation to preserve 
material. While it would appear hardly possible here to outline a standard 
practice universally applicable, a few principles could undoubtedly be 
recommended more particularly for the purposes of international exchanges 
by loans of originals or the provision of reproductions. 

A study of these different services will lead, naturally and logically, to 
the question whether the staff of a national library needs a special form 
of training. Moreover, an exchange of views and a comparison of experience 
with regard to financial problems and the economics of certain operations 
peculiar to national libraries (such as the publication of cards and biblio- 
graphies) will certainly be profitable for all participants. 

An exhaustive examination should be made of the extremely serious and 
complex problems posed by the growth of national libraries, more particu- 
larly in relation to buildings and material equipment. 

Finally, the symposium provides an opportunity, which it is essential 
to take, for an exchange of views on the measures to be adopted in execu- 
tion, so far as libraries are concerned, of the International Convention for 
the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict. 


The Bibliographical Activities of National Libraries 


There are few problems so urgently in need of study as the development 
and co-ordination of bibliographical activities, and it is clear that, im the 
search for a solution, national libraries are called upon to play a decisive 
part. A national bibliography, general and specialized, is not only essential 
to the scientific and cultural life of the country concerned, but at the same 
time it is, or should be, the main source of information for international 
bibliographies. As regards the latter, Professor Meyriat, in his Report on 
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the General Principles Governing International. Bibliographical Work, 
describes the existing situation in two words—diversity and confusion— 
and stresses the obstacles to international bibliographical work created by 
the inadequacies of national sources of information. His report, and the 
resolutions of the Conference on the Improvement of Bibliographical 
Services convened by Unesco im 1950, cam very largely serve to guide the 
discussions of Group II on this essential point. 

The proceedings should begin with an exchange of views on the publica- 
tions which every national bibliography should indicate, on the classification 
of titles, indexes, etc., with special attention to new periodicals and lists 
of current periodicals, 

As specialized bibliographies are in almost all instances compiled, under 
the aegis of learned societies or research institutes, by specialists in the 
field of studies concerned, who very often have little acquaintance with 
bibliographical technique, it would be advisable to consider ways and 
means whereby national libraries can induce such persons to adopt a correct 
and concordant presentation for their publications. 

Problems very closely allied to the above which will face the group will 
be those of cataloguing and classification: clearly it is eminently desirable 
that in these two respects the bibliographies of individual countries should 
be as nearly alike as possible. More generally, the responsibilities and place 
of national libraries in the international bibliographical structure should, 
so far as possible, be defined. 

A function of the utmost importance falling to national libraries is that 
of serving as national centres of bibliographical information, and the 
activities in which they should engage under this head need to be named 
and described: assistance to readers in the search for works not available 
to them locally; preparation, on request, of enumerative, analytical or 
annotated bibliographies; information of every kind; straightforward 
research (historical, genealogical, etc.) ; identification of the nature of the 
documentary material covered under this service (printed matter, manu- 
scripts, engravings and prints, photographs, music), etc. In the same 
connexion it will be useful to consider the conditions on which such 
centres can be consulted alike by users and by the centres of other countries. 

A question of high topicality will arise with regard to the technique of 
bibliographical research: the new methods and techniques for the classifica- 
tion and dissemination of knowledge, described with great clarity in the 
papers by two specialists, Mr. Coblans and Miss Kyle. A discussion on this 
matter, from the standpoint of national libraries, would be most timely, 
not only because of the forthcoming congress which will be considering it 
at Washington in the very near future, but above all because these develop- 
ments will produce fundamental changes in bibliographical work and will 
therefore affect national libraries first of all. For instance, it is obvious 














that the introduction of:equipment which is extremely costly and can pay 
its way only on the basis of very high output will lead to a centralization 
of activities, which might have far reaching consequences. 


Inter-library Co-operation 


National libraries are necessarily central points for any _ inter-library 
co-operation. They are its king pin, and it is through them that their 
respective countries are locked into the international system. It is to them, 
therefore, that it falls to consider the questions which follow, although 
they are not the only bodies affected by them. 

The growing need for sustained co-operation between libraries has found 
its most striking expression in the establishment, in ever-increasing numbers, 
of union catalogues. On the latter are based the inter-urban and inter- 
national lending arrangements and, in general, the printed lists of periodical 
collections held in the libraries of any country. Before 1914, Europe had 
five union catalogues, which were increased by a further five between the 
two wars. Since 1946, however, 17 new union catalogues, regional or 
national, have been established on this continent. The IFLA, with Unesco’s 
support, formed a special commission to study the technical problems of 
these instruments. While this commission has also, admittedly, considered 
the links to be created between the union catalogues, the Vienna symposium 
provides an excellent opportunity for re-examining this question with 
particular reference to Europe, where it arises with special urgency from 
the very fact of the number and geographical proximity of such catalogues. 
First and foremost, a stimulus can be given to the establishment of union 
catalogues in the countries where the lack of them is internationally felt. 
Thereafter, an understanding might be sought on the nature of the docu- 
ments which should in all cases, as a minimum, appear in the catalogues, 
and on means of speeding up international searches, etc. 

Since union lists of periodicals are used not only for the tracing of any 
review requested but also as sources of bibliographical information, it 
would be very useful to reach agreement on their presentation, content, etc. 

International lending, modelled on inter-urban lending, still encounters 
obstacles which joint action could reduce, possibly by recourse to documen- 
tary photography. In this latter domain, several questions of great impor- 
tance (authors’ royalties, copies of rare and ancient documents, etc.) would 
require examination. 

As regards exchanges of publications, a study of the draft international 
conventions proposed by Unesco would undoubtedly be of great interest, 
shortly before the tenth session of the Organization’s General Conference.’ 


1. In November, Unesco’s General Conference will discuss two draft conventions on the 
international exchange of publications. See page 253. [Editor’s note.] 
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Co-operation of any sort, if it is to be well-directed, necessitates the 
maintenance of statistics which must be as precise and comparable as 
possible and hence must conform to like plans. Much remains to be done 
in this respect as regards the statistics of countries’ literary output, those 
of inter-urban and international lending, and those relatimg to the various 
activities of the libraries themselves. 

Finally, Group [iI can deal with exchanges of librarians covermg more 
or less long periods, which would be highly conducive to international 
collaboration and ‘to the effective training of staff. Means should therefore 
be sought for facilitating such exchanges and making them more frequent. 























NEWS FROM UNESCO HOUSE 


Seeond Meeting of Directors of National Services responsible 
for Culsural Relations 


The second meeting of directors of national services reaponsible for cultural 
relations is to be held at Uneseo Headquarters in Paris from 28 to 31 
October next, immediately hefore the opening of the tenth session of the 
Organization’s. General Conference. The directors attending this hate a 
are to examime the maim events which have occurred in their 

interest since their first conference was held at Unesco House in 1955, They 
will also discuss the part their seryices can play in the implementation 
of the Major Project on Mutual Appreciation of Eastern and Western 
Cultural Values. One day has heen set aside for private discussions, so that 
directors can teke advantage of this occasion to consult one another on 
bi questions connected with the development of international cultural 
relations. 


Inquiry on Co-operation between University Institutions 


Since the end of the war, it has become increasingly necessary to develop 
international co-operation and mutual assistanee between universities 
Hitherto, this co-operation has been organized in various ways—either 
directly by the institutions concerned, or im connexion with programmes 
sponsored by governmental or intergovernmental agencies, or by founda- 
tions, or other private bodies. 

Unesco has decided to carry out, in conjunction with the International 
Association of Universities, an in designed to supply practical informa- 
tion on the subject. It is desir t international co-operation between 
universities should be extended, and that the funds available for this 
purpose should be used as effectively as possible. The object of the present 
inquiry is to provide Unesco, the universities, governments, and others con- 
cerned with higher education, with an analysis which will set in perspective 
the most important forms of ane ota between university institutions, 
so as to assist them in formulating feature 

deccias Nav lonarade e oaeeiee td tadaniaitnslteds dealin 
tions in all parts of the world: The information thus colleeted will be 
oupphidadetell be repechrelsebanen) diintindcataand tbcke, siesleusttauinn 
tions and organizations concerned with university affairs. This material will 
be communicated to a small committee of prominent university teachers 
and administrators to be set up hy the International Association of Univers 
sities, which will analyse the different forms of co-operation between 
universities, and prepare a report containing recommendations and sug> 
gestions. 
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Education of Arab Refugees in Palestine 


Just 10 years ago, the Unesco General Conference, at its meeting in Beirut, 
decided that the Organization should assist Arab refugees in Palestine by 
providing them with schools. On 5 and 6 May 1958, a meeting was held 
in Jerusalem between representatives of Unesco, Jordan, the Lebanon, the 
United Arab Republic, the Cultural Committee of the Arab League and 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency, to review progress made and 
discuss future prospects. 

It was in 1949 that work on the programme started, with 30,000 school- 
children meeting in tents or in the open-air for a few hours of schooling 
every day. The situation today is very different: more than 100,000 children 
are now attending proper schools, and some of them go on afterwards to 
study in vocational training establishments. 

In the 800 schools which have been set up, some 3,000 teachers provide 
six years of primary schooling for the refugees. But, in the view of the 
experts attending the conference in Jerusalem, this is not enough to enable 
the young refugees, when they grow up, to make a useful contribution 
to the community, The length of the primary school course should be 
extended by at least another two years. 

Whether this recommendation can be carried out depends on the funds 
available. For the current year, the budget is $5,700,000 provided by 
voluntary contributions from a small number of United Nations Member 
States. The Jerusalem conference adopted a recommendation calling on the 
United Nations to establish a permanent budget for Arab refugees, to 
which al] Member States would have to contribute. This would replace the 
present system of voluntary contributions under which long-term planning 
is impossible. 


Educational Reform in South and East Asia 


Unesco is organizing at New Delhi, from 25 August to 6 September next, 
in conjunction with the Indian Government, a regional seminar on educa- 
tion reform in South and East Asia. 

Rapid change characterizes contemporary human affairs. During the last 
20 years important social, economic and political changes have taken place 
in practically every part of the world. With the advance in science and 
technology has gone a quest almost everywhere for improved economic 
conditions, and for increased industrialization. The development of demo- 
cracy and the emergence of new independent States has given a further 
impetus to the demand for improved social and economic conditions, which 
in turn has led to a rapid increase im scholl enrolment.and an extension 
of the schools programme. Development of communications and the increas- 
img contacts.and interdependence between people has led to an urge 
amongst people of different countries to understand one another better. 

All these factors, along with the development of psychological research 
and experimentation in the field of education, have made people everywhere 
feel that their present educational system is failing to meet both human 
needs and the demands of society. Practically everywhere discussions have 
been taking place concerning the need for reform. In some cases reform 


means a comprehensive project involving a restatement of aims, and the 
« 
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adoption of new methods and new programmes. In other cases it is 


out gradually or rapidly through a programme of reorganization, carefully 
planned and co-ordinated by a central authority and involving, to a large 
extent, the very concept of education itself and its ultimate objectives. 
There is a great interest in educational reform in South and East Asian 
regions, especially because of the following factors: (a) newly acquired 
independence and need for nation-building; (b) inherited educational 
systems which were in many cases foreign; (c) conflict between limited 
aims and vast needs (e.g. compulsory education, rising populations, inequa- 
lities of education between boys and girls, qualitative versus quantitative 
aspects of education, ete.) ; (d) the generally accepted view that planning 
is necessary. 
Hence the New Delhi seminar is being convened to bring together 
public education authorities'of the various countries in the region, parti- 
cularly those who are intimately concerned with the planning or execution 
of educational reform. It will enable such persons to exchange information 
and to prepare a report containing their findings and conclusions. It is 
also expected that the seminar will make concrete suggestions, in a general 
form, as to the reforms which have a high priority in the region and the 
methods of reform which might be expected to yield the best results. 


Improvement in International Exchanges of Publications 


An intergovernmental committee of technicians and experts, entrusted by 
Unesco with the preparation of a new convention on the international 
exchange of lications, met on the new Mont des Arts, at the Palais 
des Congrés, Brussels, from 28 May to 7 June. This committee drafted two 
texts which are to be submitted to the tenth session of the General Confe- 
rence in Paris next November. 

The practice of exchanging publications is, of course, not new. It derives 
naturally from the desire of scholars, teachers and students to break out 
of their isolation, learn about what is being done elsewhere, and keep in 
touch with the progress of research in other countries, Thus, the first 
exchanges of scientific and literary publications began at the end of the 
eighteenth century, between small circles attached to universities and 
learned societies. With the. steady. growth of cultural and scientific colla- 
boration, these exchanges continued to develop and extend to more and 
more categories of material, and it was not long before all kinds of 
problems arose, some purely political and philosophical, others of a prac- 
tical nature, relating to transport, organization of supplies, better use 
of material, etc. 

It was with a view to improving the exchange of official publications 
that a convention, intended to be applied on a universal scale, was drawn 
up in Brussels in 1886. Eight States originally signed this convention to 
which, in the ensuing years, other countries also adhered. Eventually, 
21 States were parties to it. 

Although the benefits of the Brussels Convention are still apparent it 
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has not, by and large, been regarded in practice as entirely satisfactory. 
This is not because public <dikd Siiitpoenito uteabations pesluisen 
as such, or to the idea of a pp a a ate ms ca” egy 
But the definition of official documents is not sufficiently clear and, 
moreover, the number and nature of documents prepared by order of 
and at the expense of governments differ widely from country to country 
according to their importance and situation Some countries whieh adhered 
to the Brussele Convention new no longer exist; and agreements are not 
carried out in the manner foreseen. But the most important new develop- 
ments are, probably, the establishment of exchange services im countries 
which were not parties to the 1886 Convention, and the conclusion of 
exchange agreements modelled on those existing between the countries 
which are parties to the Convention. 

It had therefore become necessary to draw up a new international 
agreement; which would. imcorporate the provisions of the many other 
arrangements at present in force, and take account of the growimg impor- 
tamce of non-official publications. 

The whole question has been reviewed hy Uneseo. Experts from countries 
all over the world have held numerous meetings; and preliminary draft 
projects have been submitted te Member States for their comments. The 
Brussela meeting marked the culmination of therough and lengthy prepa- 
ratory work. The experts agreed to recommend that a distinction should 
be made between official and nom-official publications. There would be 
one comvention on the imternational exchange of publications in general, 
and another, similar convention covering solely official exchanges of 
publications between governments. The intergovernmental committee at 
Brussels was composed of experts from the following 29 countries; Austria, 
Belgium, Bulgaria, Chile, China, Colombia, Czechoslovakia, Dominican 
Republic, France, Federal Republic of Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Iraq, 
Israel, Italy, Morocco, Netherlands, Poland, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Tunisia, Turkey, United Arab Republic, United Kingdom, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United States of America, Viet-Nam, Y via. In 
addition, Argentina, Bolivia, Cuba, The Holy See, Hungary and Peru sent 
observers, The International Labour Organisation and the World Health 
Organization, together with other intergovernmental organizations, were 
represented. 

The opening meeting sided over by Mr. Julien Kuypers, acting 
on behalf of the Belgian of Education. During this meeting, 
Mr. Srsbtmd sts paid a-eitendstiee annual oot tmanti tea dee mew oe 
comntittee’s work was linked with one of the fundamental aims of the 
Organization, which was pledged, under its Constitution, to initiate 
‘methods of international co-operation caleulated to give the people of all 
countries access to the printed and published materials produced by any 
of them’. 


Protection of the Beauty and Character of the Landscape J 


Upon the recommendation of the International Committee on Monuments, 
Artistic and Historical Sites amd Archaeological Exeavations, Unesco is 
now collecting the fullest possible mformation on laws and practices pre- 
vailing in Member States in regard to the protection of the beauty and 
character of the landscape. In the light of all this information, it should 
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be possible to decide whether international regulations were called for 
and, if so, what their scope should be. 

The protection of the natural beauty and character of the landscape as 
transformed by man takes very many different forms. The main purpose 
is to preserve the different elements which go to make the beauty and 
character of the landseape, so that the work is a combination, ‘to some 
extent, of the protection of monuments and the protection of nature. It is 
important to prevent the appearance of objects which would mar the 
landscape—for instance, ugly advertisement hoardings, shanty towns, 
scrap or rubbish dumps. When these cannot be eliminated altogether, they 
should at least be confined to places where they can be concealed. 

On the other hand, encouragement is given to the introduction of new 
elements which are pleasing in themselves and which blend with the 
surroundings. To this end, an attempt is made to ensure that all new 
building projects, both private and public (houses, bridges, dams, roads, 
canals, electricity systems, etc.) fit in as well as possible with the cha- 
racter of the surrounding landscape, though imitations of past architectural 
styles are definitely not recommended. A special point to note is that 
vegetation, and trees in particular, often make an important contribution to 
the beauty, not of rustic landscapes only, but of towns as well. 

This movement received considerable impetus, it is true, at the beginning 
of the present century, but the lively interest in the subject displayed by 
many countries today is due mainly to certain needs which have arisen over 
the past few years. Firstly, the rapid development of holiday travel, at 
both national and international level, has made increasing numbers of 
visitors appreciate, more and more, the typical landscapes of different 
countries. Secondly, all sections of the population have come to seek, 
in quiet unspoiled country, the mental and physical relaxation which they 
need. 

The possibilities of protecting the landscape vary greatly as between 
one country and another, and even between different parts of the same 
country. Existing legislation on the subject likewise varies considerably 
from one country to another. Some countries deal with the problem by 
national laws and regulations, others mainly by regional or local ones. 
In some cases, legislation has proved perfectly effective, whilst in others 
it is either inadequate or non-existent. 

Public opinion plays a very important part in this field. Indeed it is 
thanks to private initiative that the position has improved considerably in 
many countries over the past 50 years. Where, on the other hand, the public 
conscience has remained indifferent, the position has generally gone from 
bad to worse. 

The documentation which the International Committee on Monuments, 
Artistic and Historical Sites and Archaeological Excavations suggests that 
the Secretariat should assemble will bear on these different aspects of the 
problem. Once the necessary information has been collected, the com- 
mittee will be able to study what international action Unesco could take 
in this matter. 








An International Songbook 


Many young men and women part in international voluntary work 
camps in various parts of the world have forwarded folksongs to the res- 
ponsible authorities for the latest edition of Work and Sing, an interna- 
tional songbook. First published in 1947, this songbook has grown with 
the international work camp movement, The latest edition, the third, 
contains about one hundred songs of 26 countries, published in the 
original language, but often with an English translation. This volume is 
on sale, price 90 French francs, at the headquarters of the Co-ordination 
Committee for International Voluntary Work Camps, Unesco House, Paris. 








UNESCO’S ACTION 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 


Participation Programme 
and Technical Assistance 


Television and Adult Education 


Under the Programme of Participation in Member States’ Activities, the 
Organization lent its assistance to the French National Commission for 
Unesco which convened an international conference on Television and 
Adult Education at Marly-le-Roi, near Paris, from 12 to 21 May last. This 
meeting enabled experts on television programmes and adult education 
specialists from some twenty countries in different parts of the world 
to exchange views and discuss the best ways of using television for educa- 
tional purposes. 

The experts split up imto five committees on the following subjects: 
co-operation between adult education and television organizations; content 
of television programmes for adult education; activities of adult education 
organizations in relation to television programmes; international exchange 
of programmes and news items; research and evaluation of results. 

A series of recommendations was adopted in plenary meeting with a 
view to multiplying, in co-operation with Unesco, international exchanges 
of programmes and news items. The proceedings of the conference will be 
published by the French National Commission. 


Fundamental Education in Morocco 


The introduction of a new system of local government and the develop- 
ment of adult education will be carried out simultaneously in the villages 
of Morocco. Mr. Jean-Claude Pauvert, a young French sociologist and 
educational specialist who has just completed a mission to Rabat as a 
technical assistance expert, recently explained in general outline the 
government’s plan for this campaign. 

Late this year, elections will be held to enable Moroccans to choose 
their first municipal councils. Then the municipal councillors will receive 
training as leaders in fundamental education and village development pro- 
grammes. In Mr. Pauvert’s view, this is a very original way of tackling the 
problem of the shortage of educators, which Unesco has been trying to 
solve for the past 10 years. The method proposed is an economical one 
and will make it easy to win the confidence of the villagers concerned. 
The plan itself was conceived in Morocco and, since it does not come 
from outside, should have a much better chance of success. 
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The main purpose of fundamental edneation and village development 
programmes in Morocco is to increase agricultural production through the 
extension of education and the modernization of agricultural methods. 

The municipal councillors will receive a special training in provincial 
centres. The latter will be staffed by the graduates of a national training 
centre which is to be opened near Rabat before the end of the year. 
Mr. Pauvert worked to establish this centre with a team of Unesco experts, 
in close co-operation with Moroccan educators. 


Library Development in Paraguay and Nigeria 


Mr. Edouard Reitman, an expert recruited by Unesco under the Partici- 
pation Programme, ‘has beem sent on a threemonths’ mission to Paraguay, 
where he will take part in the reorganization of the National Library at 
Asuncion. 

Mr. Stanley Horrocks, another library expert, has completed a 10-months’ 
mission in Eastern Nigeria, where he assisted in the organization of a pilot 
publie library at Enegu. During his stay, a travelling library offered by 
Uneseo was opened at a ceremony attended by the Prime Minister, 
De. Azikiwa. 


New Missions of Experts 


Known as ‘Participation in Member States’ Activities’, Unesce’s direct aid 
to governments requesting it, differs from United Nations Technical 
Assistance in that it is not exclusively reserved for imdustrially underdeve- 
loped countries and is not necessarily linked to economic eo 

Under this programme, one expert was sent on mission during 
month of May, namely, rai rg an Racy hr wre ees ne Sooo a 
the resteration of Roman frescos im. Libya. 

During the came: month, Unesco ‘alse:sent. fire experta.on mission. under 
the United Nations Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, this 
fresh aid being extended to four countries and one region: 

China (Taiwan). Mr. Daniel Saimt-Rossy (United States of America), science 
teacher, to assist in the training of teachers. 
Egypt. Mr. P. R. Kintzinger (United States of America), an expert in 

a to assist in the operation of the Desert Institute. 

seth ne Te a an ON Re pT tad on a 

softaake part im the development of and 
Thailand.’ Mr. W. A. Mustakim (Jordan), a eee 
to assist in the operation of the Ubel Fundamental Education Centre. 
Latin America. Mr. Manual Aleaine (Cuba), a school imapector, to assist 
in the co-ordination of educational activities im Central Americe and 

Panama. - 

On 33 May, 276 Unesco experts were im the field (49 under the Programme 
of Participation in Member States’ Activities and 227 under the Expanded 
Programme of Technical Assistance). 


Fellowships 


in May, Unesco awarded three fellowships under the Participation Pro- 
gramme to nationals of Egypt and Finland. For purposes ef further 

















e 
pare er fe nr ei cae Spain and the United Kingdom. 
During the same period, one fellowship was awarded under the Technical 
Assistance Programme. For purposes of further training, the beneficiary, 


Republic of Germany and the United Kingdom. 


News of Member States 
and National Commissions 


Austria. The instrument of ratification by Austria of the Agreement on the 
ion of Educational, Scientific and Cultural Materials was depo- 

sited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations in June 1958. 

This brings the number of States applying the agreement up to 28. 


Canada. The Executive Committee of the National Commission for Unesco 
has asked Mr. Ross McLean, former Commissioner of the National Film 
Board of Canada, to undertake a survey of the activities of various imeti- 
stthensh endl Uandeicons Thalp.0b bib ste beSunthnn, en walibhdi lovely hie 
aims of the Major Project on Mutaal Appreciation of Eastern and Western 
Cultural Values. 

A group of representatives of Canadian cultural, industrial and educa- 
tional circles will spend four weeks in Japan this summer. Their journey, 
sponsored by the Unesco Committee of the Canadian United Nations 
Association, forms part of the programme of the East-West Major Project. 


Federation of Malaya. On Jane 16, in London, the representative of the 
Federation of Malaya signed, on behalf of his Government, the Uneseo 
Constitution deposited at the Foreign Office. The Federation of 

thus becomes the eightieth Member State of the Organization. It has 
been taking part in Uneseo’s work for the past four years as an Associated 
Member. 


France. Eighty members of Unesco Clabs from all over France held a 
meeting from 8 to il May at Boulouris, on the French Riviera, under the 
auspices of the French National Commission for Uneseo and the National 
Federation of Unesco Clubs. Seventeen observers from Unesco National 
Commissions in other countries also attended. 

This was the first meeting of its kind held in France, where Unesco 
Clubs now number some 350. The clubs are usually attached to secondary 
schools or colleges, but some youth organizations in France believe that 
their own local groups may become interested in the Unesco Club scheme, 
and a number of clubs have been formed in youth hostels and similar 
institutions. A variety of activities are offered by the clubs, according to 
the taste of their members, ranging from the organization of travel abroad, 
in liaison with clubs in other countries, to discussions on major interna- 
tional problems. 











India. The Indian Adult Education Association has just put out a Hindi 
version of Marjorie Tait’s study, Education of Women for Citizenship, 
published by Unesco im 1954. 


Indonesia. The Government has just published a version in Indonesian 
of Stephenson’s Suggestions for Science Teaching. 


Netherlands. The one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the foundation 
of the Netherlands Royal Academy of Sciences and Letters has just been 
formally celebrated. Mr. Michel Dard, Head of the Division of Interna- 
tional Cultural Exchanges, represented Unesco at these ceremonies. 


Norway. The establishment of a special advisory committee, sponsored 
by the National Commission for Unesco under the chairmanship of Pro- 
fessor Ove Arbo Hoeg, has marked the implementation of the East-West 
Major Project in Norway. It was decided that the Royal University 
Library should prepare alist of works available in Norway as documen- 
tation on the Orient. The committee has also drawn up a list of all works 
See from Eastern literatures into the various Scandinavian lan- 


"The National Commission has already made a considerable effort to 
inform the general public about the major project. Steps have been taken 
on every side to ensure its success. Thus, the director of the Ethnographic 
Museum in Oslo has announced that he is prepared to organize an exhi- 
bition on certain aspects of Eastern cultures. A large art gallery in the 
capital hopes to be able to give an exhibition devoted to Eastern arts in the 
near future. 


Poland. Poland’s formal declaration of accession to the International Centre 
for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property 
established by Unesco in Rome was deposited with the Director-General 
of Unesco on 10 May. The deposit of this formal declaration of accession 
brings the number of Member States of the Organization which have 
become members of the centre to five. In consequence, the statutes of this 
body have entered into force. 

The May issue of the bulletin of the National Commission for Unesco 
contains a series of articles on the activities of the International Music 
Council and those of Unesco’s Regional Science Co-operation Offices, as 
well as on the Joint Declaration adopted by the members of the Advisory 
Committee for the East-West Major Project. A quantity of information 
accompanies these studies. 


Thailand. The instrument of accession by Thailand to the Convention and 
Protocol for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed 
Conflict was deposited with the Director-General of Unesco on 2 May. - 


United Arab Republic. The National Commission for Unesco has just 
published in Arabic the following three works already published by Unesco 
in French and English: Child Labour in Relation to Education, 


Se ee eee ee 
Energy and Its Uses in Peace by Gerald Wendt. 
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Co-operation with International 
Non-governmental. Organizations 


Recent Activities of Scientific Organizations 


The Ad Hoc Committee on Contamination by Extra-Terrestrial Exploration 
set up by the International Council of Scientific Unions held its first meeting 
at The Hague on 12 and 13 May. The six experts who took part in this 
conference discussed problems relating to: the moon’s atmosphere, moon 
dust, cosmic dust, panspermia hypothesis, contamination of the moon by 
living cells, the development of complex molecules and contamination of 
Mars and Venus. 

The Executive Committee of the Council for International Organizations 
of Medical Sciences met at Unesco House on 2 and 3 May. The meeting 
was largely devoted to the organization of the Fourth General Assembly 
of CIOMS, to be held in Paris on 25, 26 and 27 September. The committee 
approved the draft programme and budget for 1959-61 which will be 
submitted to the Assembly, as well as the proposed modifications in the 
statutes of CIOMS. 

The Executive Board of the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature and Natural Resources (IUC) and the Executive Council of the 
Union of International Engineering Organizations (UATI) held meetings 
in Brussels on 2 May and 21 May respectively. The General Assembly of 
TUC is to be held in Athens from 11 to 19 September. The Federal Republic 
of Germany has given its adhesion to the Union’s constitution, bringing 
the governmental membership of IUC to 11. 


International Council of Museums 


In the past 10 years, particularly vigorous efforts have been made in most 
countries to induce all classes of society, and especially the working classes 
and the school public, to visit museums. Among the main initiatives have 
been new, clearer ways of presenting and arranging the collections so as 
to make them mean something for people of all cultural levels; reduced 
entrance fees or free entrance in-certain cases; guided visits; special exhi- 
bition rooms for young people; school workshops annexed to the museum; 
travelling exhibitions; educational services, etc. In 1956, the International 
Campaign for Museums organized by Unesco on the occasion if ite own 
tenth anniversary, in collaboration with the International Council | of 
Museums (ICOM), set up a very healthy current of activity and in many 
places stimulated new or increased interest on the part of public. autho- 
rities and local administrative services, the business, working class and 
rural sectors of the public, and educational circles. 

Nevertheless, the fact must be admitted that museums are still 
neglected, and the number of visitors is much lower than it should be. The 
remark has been made that ‘even in those countries that are the most 
richly endowed with museums, where entrance to those institutions is often 
free, hardly one person visits them for every 200 who pay admission to 
a cinema’. This is why ICOM has, at the request of Unesco, undertaken a 
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rt amo repre peri Tt States of the Organization, on the best measures 
to adopt in make nraseum treasures more widely available to all 


social classes, and to wor people. 
More than two wnt poly fifty ar Nays replied to the | duestionnaire 


sent to them. A study of these reports shows that the international regula- 
tion of the best measures for making museums available to everyone is 
greatly to be desired. The General Conference of Unesco will, at its next 
session in November, discuss the advisability of preparing a recommenda- 
tion on this subject. 


insernational Council of Archives 


The International Council of Archives held, at Marburg (Germany) from 
20 to 22 May, a round table attended by archivists from some twenty 
European countries. These experts discussed the problems of constituting 


and preserving archives colidaes to literary history, geographical studies 
and national economy. 


International Civil Defence Organization 


The third International Civil Defence Cenference, held in Geneva from 12 
to 16 May, was particularly concerned with the problem of the protection 
of cultural property in the event ef armed conflict. It adopted a recom- 
mendation insisting that all countries which were not yet parties to the 
Hague Convention should become parties to it as soon as possible, The 
conference also expressed the hope that every nation would provide for the 
building of shelters to be used as collecting-points for the most important 
cultural property in case of armed conflict, and that it would adopt the 
best means of protection for monuments or non-movable property, in 
accordance with the advice given in the handbook published by Unesco, 
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict. 

The conference recommended that each nation should collect ample and 
detailed documentation concerning all cultural property within its territory, 
by means of photogrammetry, microfilms, colour photographs, etc. The 
conference also directed the Secretary-General of the International Civil 
Defence Organization to consider (a) the possibility of using ‘centres 
containing monuments under special protection’ that are listed in the inter- 
national register provided for by The Hague Convention, as ‘zones and 
sanitary or security localities’ as defined by the Geneva Conventions of 
12 August 1949; (b) the expediency of establishing an international fund 
to help restore .mon-movable cultural property that has been damaged in 
the course of an armed conflict. 


International Music Council 


On 27 and 28 May, a meeting of the Executive Board of the International 
Music Council (IMC) was held at Unesco House under the chairmanship 
of Mr. Henry Barraud (France). Mr. Yehudi Menuhin, the famous violinist, 
who is chairman of the Asian Music Circle, was imvited to attend one of 
the meetings and gave a very interesting account of the problems facing 
Asian artists whe went on tours in Europe and America, 

Meeting at Unesco House from 2 to 5 June, under the auspices of IMC, 











the music directors of radio stations of 11 countries selected three outstand- 
ing works of contemporary music. They chose ‘Symphony No. 2’ by Niccolo 
Castiglioni (Italy), ‘Five Studies for Woman’s Voice and Chamber Orchestra’ 
by Constantin Régamey (Switzerland) and ‘String Quarter no. 2’ by Ben- 
jamin Lees (United States of America). This choice was made by represen- 
tatives of the following countries: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France Italy, 
Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Switzerland, United States of America 
and Yugoslavia. The three works will be performed in each of these 
countries during the coming season. In addition, the radio representatives 
made up lists of works for full orchestra, chamber orchestra and chamber 
music by contemporary composers to be presented in the International 
Rostrum of Composers. According to agreements, each radio station must 
devote, in special concerts during the 1958-59 season, at least 90 minutes 
to composers on this list; at least four countries must be represented in 
such programmes. The lists which have just been prepared include the 
works of 48 composers. 





PUBLICATIONS 





The Educational Movement in the World 


The reports sent recently to the International Bureau of Education (IBE) 
by the Ministries of Education of 72 countries give a general view of the 
educational movement throughout the world in 1956-57. Unesco and IBE, 
as is their annual custom, have published these reports for the International 
Conference on Public Education (twenty-first conference, was held from 
7 to 16 July 1958 in Geneva).' An analysis of this documentation gives rise 
to several general observations. The average increase in education budgets 
is only slightly greater than the preceding year; 15 per cent instead of 
14.5 per cent. The trend towards decentralization, already noticeable 
in 1955-56, is considerably more marked, since measures in favour of school 
autonomy are announced in 1] countries (as against 5 the year before). 
In primary education emphasis was laid, in 1957, on the extension of free 
enrolment, rather than on the extension of the period of school attendance. 
However, there has been a slight fall in the percentage average increase 
in primary school enrolment: slightly over 6.5 per cent instead of 7.5 per 
cent. On the other hand, the average increase in the number of pupils 
enrolled in secondary schools has slightly improved: nearly 9 per cent 
instead of 8 per cent. Once again, the rate of increase in secondary school 
enrolment is greater than in primary schoo] enrolment. 

There is no change in the proportion of countries which have taken 
decisions regarding the revision of primary study plans or programmes: 
about one out of two. Nor is there any variation in the proportion of 
countries which have planned or introduced modifications in secondary 
school curricula. The first signs of the campaign for the intensive training 
of technicians, described in the 1956 yearbook, have led to new develop- 
ments; public opinion has had its attention drawn to the importance of 
training scientific staff. 

Despite its persistence in many countries, the problem of the shortage 
of primary teaching staff has in many cases become less acute. On the 
other hand, the disproportion between supply and demand, especially in 
regard to mathematics and science teachers, tends to become general 
im secondary education. Few changes in the regulations governing the 
training of schoolmasters or secondary school teachers are to be noted: one 
country out of seven, instead of one out of four, has made changes. Yet 
imterest in the training of teachers for vocational education has become 
greater. As regards the status of teachers, salary increases are mentioned 
in slightly more than one country out of four, among those which sent 
reports to IBE. 


1. International Yearbook of Education, Vol. XIX, 1957. 
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A Collection of Studies in Physical Oceanography 


Research in physical oceanography not only makes an important contribu- 
tion to science, but is a, factor for progress and improvement in the 
standard of living. For example, the study of the waters of the China Sea 
off the coast of Viet-Nam is of great practical value for biologists. The flow 
of fairly cold deep water towards the south, which varies with the years, 
and its rise to the surface, makes it possible to study plans for fishing 
campaigns. 

The work of the symposium on physical oceanography organized by 
Uneseo in Tokyo in 1955, with the collaboration of the Japan Society for 
the Promotion of Science, is of exceptional value not only to specialists, 
but to all who have sufficient scientific culture and are interested in marine 
sciences. 

Most of the reports prepared for this occasion have just been published 
by Unesco in a volume of nearly 300 copious pages, with the assistance of 
the Japan Society for the Promotion of Sciences and the Japanese National 
Commission for Unesco. With a few exceptions, these studies are devoted 
to the seas and oceans of the Far East (Pacific, China Sea, Japan and 
Okhotsk seas). But there are also a few articles on the Atlantic and the 
Pacific off the coast of Chile. 

The first part of this publication concerns methods used in oceanography 
and includes descriptions of many instruments, such as current meters, 
wave recorders, teletide-gauges, wave analysers, underwater cameras, etc. 
The second part is devoted to the study of the circulation of ocean currents, 
both horizontal, like the Kurosiwo, and vertical. Lastly, the third section 
contains reports giving general information on oceanography in several 
Far Eastern countries, as well as studies on marine fauna and flora, coral 
formations, and the extensive research carried out by Soviet experts in the 
north-west Pacific. 


‘L’Europe et le monde d@aujourd hui’ 


The texts of the conferences and meetings organized in 1957 by the 
Rencontres Internationales de Genéve, with the assistance of Unesco, have 
been published under the above title.’ 

Giving the reasons why this theme was chosen, Professor Antony Babel, 
who presided over the committee for the ‘Rencontres’, writes: ‘Europe is 
not a library; it is not a museum to which one refers for inspirational 
purposes. ..... Europe is still alive; the work of its creative thought con- 
tinues. Its action is stimulated. by its feeling for liberty. It is possessed of the 
spirit of invention. How many new techniques are arising from the research 
done by its scientists! Its present role in music, painting, philosophy, and 
so many other fields, remains unsurpassed. . 

‘Whatever the point of view adopted, this fact must be acknowledged: 
The presence of Europe is still felt everywhere. But if Europe wishes to 
keep its place in the world, it must give thought to its own internal 
reconstitution, its re-creation. The problem of European integration is one 


1. Proceedings of the Unesco Symposium on Physical Oceanography, 1955, Tokyo. 
Price: $4.50; 22/9; 1,350 fr. 
2. Editions de la Baconniére, Neuchatel, Switzerland. 
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of the most important questions with which Europe is faced, and one 
which we have not wished to evade, because the spiritual influence of this 
continent depends strictly on its solution.” 

Thus is‘ defined the spirit which presided at the Rencontres de Genéve 
last year, Mr. André Philip chose to speak of ‘Creative Europe’. Max Born 
offered his listeners the Li efloctics of a European scientist’. Paul-Henri 
Spaak pleaded in favour of the unification of the continent. Etienne Gilson 
spoke of the role of Europe in the liberation of art, while Professor 
Paulo E. Berredo Carneiro gave a picture of ‘Europe facing the world 
today’. 

This published volume is intended to provide a faithful record of the 
Geneva debates. It includes the texts of addresses in extenso, followed by 
a stenographic summary of all discussions. 


Fifteen Soviet studies on Russian civilization 


When, last May, Professor P. de Berredo Carneiro presented to his 
colleagues on «M Executive Board of Unesco the proposed work plan 
for 1959-60 of the International Commission entrusted by the Organization 
with the preparation of a History of the Scientific and Cultural Develop- 
ment of Mankind, he announced that printing of the English version of 
this six-volume work would begin next year. The History, which is 
sponsored by Unesco, will give a methodical and coherent picture of the 
evolution of the peoples of the world, their scientific, artistic, literary, 
religious, philosophical, legal and technological progress, and the way in 
which human life has been transformed in consequence. This History will 
have a universal character, and will have been the fruit of international 
collaboration. It will reflect the viewpoints of the qualified representatives 
of all philosophical and religious trends. The commission responsible for 
this work has some thirty members drawn from about twenty countries." 

This body also publishes the Journal of World History which contains 
articles by various contributors to the History, both working documents 
and the comments and criticisms to which they have given rise. The latest 
issue of the journal—a special one—is entitled Contributions to Russian 
History.? It is composed of 15 studies on Russian civilization by eminent 
Soviet specialists. 

The first part of this number contains articles on the most ancient period 
in the development of civilization on the territory of the Soviet Union 
(palaeolithic, mesolithic and neolithic cultures); these articles are based 
on documents provided by the most recent archaeological research. The 
second part consists of five reports on: problems of the Middle Ages and 
the beginning of modern times; Russian manuscripts of the eleventh 
century; the Mongols in Transcaucasia and their influence on Russian 
civilization; old Slavonic printed books as documents of cultural inter- 
action; political and social Russian literature of the sixteenth century. - 

The third section includes several articles on the history of the Russian 
theatre and fine arts in the nineteenth century. There is also an article on 
the history of inventions and the evolution of scientific and technical ideas 


1..See Unesco Chronicle, Vol. ll, No. 4, p. 130; ‘Present Trends in Historical Research 
and the Journal of World History’. 


2. Editions de la Baconniére, Neuchatel, Switzerland. 
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in Russia in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. This issue of the 
journal concludes with studies. on the development of philosophic science 
and the work of Russian Marxists (V. Lenin and G. Plekhanov). 


Adult Education and Audio-Visual Techniques 


Unesco has just published a study which will help adult education groups 
to find better solutions to problems involving the use of audio-visual 
media—which are becoming increasingly important.’ These problems cannot 
be separated from others concerning the organization of the work of such 
groups, what methods are employed and by whom, the kind of discussion 
to be encouraged, etc. It was felt that there was room for such a pe | 
to serve a double purpose, namely, to guide those working with a 
education groups, and to encourage the use by these groups of audio-visual 
aids. A chapter on working implements gives very careful attention to the 
educational needs of those who use the great mass communication and 
entertainment media (discs, films, radio, television, etc.). This information 
is preceded by an essay of a more theoretical nature defining the basic 
orientation and structure of adult education and its evolution as a result 
of experience gained collectively throughout the world. 


1. Adult Education Groups and Audio-Visual Techniques, 35 pages. Reports and Papers 
on Mass Communication series, No. 25, price: $0.75; 3/6; 200 fr. 
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PROVISIONAL TIME-TABLE 


Meetings of international non-governmental organizations receiving 
Uneseo, which are held at Unesco House, are indicated by an asterisk. 


15-19 


15-27 
17-23 


22-24 
22-29 


22-4 October 
24° 

24-1 October 
25.27* 

29-11 


29.30 
29-3 October 
30-8 October 


Seminar on problems of public = J (convened 
jointly by Unesco and the Government of Poland). 
Headquarters Committee: session. 


Specht teeta te ada ae cena 
aie TREE openers CoE. CO 


Mecting of experts on the pescefal aiintion 


: third session. 
Meeting of publishers of collections of world classics. 
Regional Seminar on methodology in social science 


Council for International Organizations of Medical 
Sciences: Executive Committee. 

Executive Board: fifty-first session (continuation). 
Meeting on training for journalism. 


Joint meeting of the governing boards of the 
Regional Social Science Faculty and of the 
Research Centre for Latin America (convened by 
these two bodies and subsidized by Unesco). 





OF CONFERENCES, MEETINGS AND SEMINARS 
August, September, October, November and December 1958 


subventions from 
Place 


PATZCUARO 
(Mexico) 
NEW DELHI 


GERMANY 
UNESCO 


SANTIAGO 
(Chile) 
TOKYO 


quiTo 

(probably) 
SANTIAGO 
(Chile) 





: 
; 
: 





F 


6-7 
6-9 


6-10 


7, 8, 9 and 16 
11-15 
13-14 
13-25 

15 

15-17 
19.28* 
21.23 
21.25* 
27-31 

27-1 
November 
28-31 

4 weeks 
not fixed 


18° 
11-26 


Not fixed 


1-12 
8-10 
9-11 
Not fixed 


International Committee on Laboratory Animals. 
Symposium on tropical plant taxonomy (convened 
Saint, See Or ne.. Seer 
International Committee on Laboratory Animals and 
symposium on living animal material for scien- 
tific research. 


Advisory Committee on Arid Zone Research: four- 
teenth session. 
in arid zones 


on salinity problems 
eo: Sette Mineem amt the-Geusunnent 
rs) 
Working parties of non-governmental organizations. 
Regional seminar on educational statistics for Arab 


States. 
Committee set up by the Sixth Conference of Inter- 
national Non-Governmental Organizations: first 
Working to make selection for the Catalogue 
— of Paintings from 1860 
to fe 


International Music Council: Executive Board. 
International Institute for Film and Television: 
constituent le 

International Music : General Assembly. 
International Musie Council: Congress. 

General Conference: tenth session, Reports Com- 


mittee. 
Executive Board: fifty-econd session. 


Second meeting of directors of national cultural 
relations services. 


Seminar on in-service training of teachers in Latin 
America. 


General Conference: tenth session. 


International Association of Plastic Arts: Committee 
on Monuments. 

Seminar on associated schools projects in education 
for international understanding. (Asia and the Far 


Twenty-fifth Unesco/IBE Joint Committee. 


Joint UN/Unesco seminar on social aspects of urbani- 
zation in Latin America. 
Lem ye dy on Teaching about the United Nations 


Specialized Agencies. 
International Advisory Committee on Bibliography: 


the Inter-American Academy of Comparative and 
International Law and the Government of Cuba). 





(Germany) 


(Chile) 


HAVANA 
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UNESCO PUBLICATIONS: NATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS 


AFGHANISTAN: ane Department, Afghan Min of Education, Kasut. 
ag Editions de Vharpine, 28 rue Michelet,’ Atercte ARG ‘A: Editorial es. 
Alsina ee ed Paes ag sn, OSPRIA: Verlag Melbourne erat: fee 369 om 

Sue AUSTRIA: er. Fromme 
Vienna V. BELGIUM: Ofnee ac Pabtivse Sa 16 ae Mareq, Brussazs LNW. ard Boek- 
ei 151, Antwerp. Unesco Courier only: Louis de 47 rue du Midi, 
BR LIVIA: Libreria Selecct Avenida Camacho 369, Casilla 972, La Paz. BRAZIL: 


Seleccio: 
Livraria Agir ir Editora, by pA ery Lewy B59 98- 8-B, oe. —— FD yaa pe JANEIRO. BULGARIA: 


14 avenue Boulleche, 
Punoueerati CANADA: Uaiyerstiy of Tor of ed Pwd Penang iversity of Toronto, 
Toronto, 5. CEYLON ted Newspapers o 


co Ltd. rag omen, .O. Box 244, 


Cotomepo 1. ” CHILE: tahini} Universitaria, S.A., A pa ae 10220, 
Santiago, CHINA: The World: ——. =~ Lid., = 9 ay See TarrPes, 
Tarwan (Formosa). COLOMBIA: Carrera eT 14-32, eeees’ COSTA 
RICA: Trejos Hermanos “anldnestows asi, “Sas Foss CUBA: Econémica, Pte Zayas, 505-7, 
a on ame Havana. 3 ag tA » Pracug 2 DENMARK 
fnar un © Nerregade, BIA: Arta INICAN REPUBLIC: Libreria Domi- 
cana, Calle Mere — 9, Apartado de Correos 656, Crupap Trusiiio, R.D, ECUADOR: Libreria 


oe po gg So sire, Coolie 362, Guaraquit, EGYPT: La Renaissance d’Egypte, 9 Sh. 
oO. ADOR: Manuel 


Adly 2 
1A 7, Pashia, Sur No. Ay San Satvapor. ETHIOPIA: International 
Appts Apasa. FINLAND: Akateeminen Kir erry > 2 ee HELSINKI. CE: Unesco 
Bookshop, place de Fo de Fontenoy, gt rade: Rate Be de Fontenoy, Panris-7°. 
: Librairie J Bocane, 15, rue eden ni P. 208, Fort-pze-FRaNcE 
(Martinique). GERMANY Federal Rep. of: Oldenbourg K, G., Unesco Vertrieb fir Deutsch- 
ren RT rgi 145, Municn 8. GREECE: Librairie H. Kauffmann, 28, rue du Stade, 
Atuens. HAITI: Librairie ‘A la Caravelle’, Fk ~~ Roux, Bolte It- “B, Bo Port-au-PRINCE. 
HONG KONG: issinden Book Co., 2 Nathan Road, Kow1oon. ‘GARY: Kultura, P.O.B. 149, 
Bupapest 62. INDIA: Orient Longmans Private Lia, Indian Mercantile Chamber, Nicol Road, 
Bompay, 1. 17 ey Ave., Catcutta, 13. 36-A Mount Road, Mapras, 2. Gunfoundry 


Road, Hyperapap 1 n wesne 4) Asaf Ali Road, P.O. Box 386, New Detar 1, Sub- 
depots: Oxford Book x House, New Derm. *Rajkamal Prakashan 
vate Ltd., Himalaya House, ey esd: Bompay 1. INDONESIA: G.C.T. van Dorp and Co., 
Djalan Nusantara 22, Posttrommel » JAKARTA, TRAN Commission: nationale iranienne pour 
Unesco, Avenue du Musée, léutnan. IRAQ: Mc e’s Bookshop, Bacnpap. RELAN! 


D: 
The National Press, 16 South Frederick Street, Dustin. ISRAEL: Blumstein’s Bookstores, Ltd., 
35 Allenby Road and 48 Nahlat ye ae Street, Tet Aviv. ITALY: Libreria Commissionaria 


Sansoni, via Gino Capponi,26, Casella postale 552, Frongnce. JAMAICA: Sa ster’s Book 
Room, $1 Harbour Street Kineston, Knox Educational Services, Spapincs. JAP Maruzen 
Co. Ltd., 6 Tori-Nichome, Nihonbashi fd Box 605, Tokyo Central, Toxyo. "JORDAN: 
Joseph I. Bahous and Co., Dar-ul-Ku' P.O. Box Amman. KOREA: Korean 
National Commission for ‘Unesco, aay f eo Education, Szout. BANON: Librairie Uni- 
verselle, Avenue des F = Speaseis, Bara BERIA: J. Momolu Ka 69 Front and Gur 

Streets, Monrovia. BOURG: Librairie Paul Bruck, 38 Grand-Rue. MALAYAN FED 


— axe SINGAPORE: Peter Chong and Co., P.O. Box a ge oe a MALTA: Sapienza’s 
Liveor 00 np Va.uerta, MEXICO: E.D.LA.P.S do.:Grieta. Apartado Postal 
8092, Mexico . NETHERLANDS: N. V. Martinus ‘Nijhoft La Lange rhout 9, Taz Hacue. 
NEW ZEALAND: “Gisiee Publications Centre, 100 Hackthorne Road, Canistcavrcs. NICA- 
RAGUA: A. Lanza e Hijos Co. Ltd., P.O. Box 52, Manacva. NIGERIA: C.M.S. (Nigeria) Book- 
shops, Bo: Box 174, Lacos. NORWAY: A/S Bokh érnet, Stortingsplass 7, Oso. PAKISTAN: 
Ferozsons Ltd., 60 The Mall, Lanone. Bunder on Karacui. 35 The Mall, Pssmawar. 
PANAMA: Cultural Panamefia, Avenida 7a, No. T1-49, Apartado de Correos 2618, PaNaMA. 
PARAGUAY: Agencia de Librerias de Salvador Nizza, Calle Pte. Franco No. 39-43, Asuncion. 
PERU: Libreria = ia Baca, Jirén hy ro 722, Lis. PHILIPPINES: Philippines Education 
Co., Inc., 1104 Castil lejos, Sa x 620, Mantua. POLAND: Centre de distribution des 
ublications vg cserrees ys Mt P Faiae Kultury i Nauki, Warsaw. PORTUGAL: Dias & Andrade 
Livraria 70, Lisbon. RUMANIA: Cartimex, Str. Aristide Briand 
14-16, P.O.B. 134-135, Buonanssr. ‘SPanhs ‘Liete Cientifica Medinaceli, Duqu ue de Medinaceli 4, 
Maprip. Unesco Courier ; Ediciones. Iberoamericanas S.A., Pizarro 1 ADRID. SWEDEN: 
A/B C.E. Fritzes Kungl. Hoybokhandel, Fredegatan 2, Stocxuoua 16. SWITZERLAND: Europa 
Verlag, ee 5, ZOrica. Librairie Payot, 40, rue du Marché, Geneva. TANGIER: Paul 
Fekete, 2 rue Cook. THAILAND: Suksapan Panit, Seabee 9, Ra —_ ogg BANGKOK. 
Fhe + ee ty Victor Boukhors, 4 rue Nocard, Tunis. TURKEY: Libra: ette, 469 Istiklal 
Codfasl.. Be et eggs tm Geo OF BURMA: S.P.C.K. (Burma), 49 nlerchant Street, 
NGOON. F SOUTH AFRICA: Van Schaik’s Bookstore (Pty) Ltd., Libri 
Batiding, Church Street, ty Bos 724, Pretoria. UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS: 
Mezhdunarodnaja Kniga, Moscow G-200. wr ED KINGDOM: H.M. oom Ege P.O. Box 
569, Lonpon, S.E.1. U ITED STATES OF AMERICA: Unesco Publications ter, 801, Third 
Avenue, New York 27, N.Y. and, except for riodicals: Columbia University Press, 2960 
Broadway, New Yorn 27, N.Y. URUGUAY: Uneseo Centro de Coo én Cientifica para 
América Latina, Bulevar Artigas 1320-24, Casilla de Correo 859 NTEVIDEO. Officina de 
Representacién de Editoriales, Plaza Cagancha 1342, 1,¢* piso, Monrevipeo. EZUEL&: 
Libreria Villegas Venezolana, Neentta Urdaneta, Esquina Calle Norte 17, Plaza San Bernardino, 
Edificio 26-08, Caracas. ee eng oe Papeterie Xudén-Thu,185-1938 rue Tu-Do, B.P. 283, 
Sarcon. YUGOSLAVIA: Jugoslovenska Knjiga, Terazijc 27-I, Baicrape. 
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